
FOOD RECOVERY FOR 
RHODE ISLAND BUSINESSES

Monday, May 22  •  12pm



OUR GOAL TODAY

To provide relevant information, credible 
resources, and answer questions about 

how to manage surplus food from events, 
restaurants, and other institutional settings 

easily and responsibly.



● Why donate your surplus food?
● Liability protection
● Tax benefits
● Food safety and handling
● Logistics

○ Working with MEANS Database
○ Working with Rescuing Leftover Cuisine

● Additional recycling sources
● Q&A

TOPICS WE WILL COVER



RIFPC’s mission is to 
build a more equitable, 

accessible, 
economically vibrant, 
and environmentally 

sustainable food 
system in Rhode Island.

Food, Climate, & Environment
Addressing issues at the intersection of 
climate change and food systems.

Food Business & Economy
Empowering farmers, aquaculturists, 
fishers, and food entrepreneurs to thrive.

Food Education & Workforce
Growing educated stakeholders, 
informed youth, and a robust food sector 
workforce.

Food Access & Nutrition
Building equitable, culturally-relevant 
solutions to food and nutrition access 
problems.

Core Issues





Let’s talk about the elephant in the room…



All 175 
of them.



FOOD 
 LOSS

LOSS OF 
FOOD

Food Loss is 
everyone’s problem
Up to 40% of food 

FEEDS LANDFILLS

31% of Rhode Island households 

FACE FOOD INSECURITY

Methane Gasses from food in landfills

HURTS OUR PLANET & HEALTH

Rhode Island’s Central Landfill

MAY FILL UP BY 2040



Our Solution
We incentivize businesses to partner with 
RLC to donate surplus food with complete 
flexibility. 

We invite nonprofits of all capacities to sign 
up as Recipient Partners, a free service. We aim 
to serve people with compassion & dignity. 

We inspire volunteerism for individuals 
and groups as Rescuers. We offer paid 
opportunities as well.

We have a tech-driven solution, utilizing 
our purpose-built web application to increase 
our impact while making food rescue and 
redistribution increasingly easier, consistent 
and proficient over time. 



     ur Impact

11M+ 

POUNDS 
RESCUED

9.2M+ 
MEALS 

PROVIDED

 4M+ 

EMISSIONS 
PREVENTED

450+ 
ORGS 

SERVED

800+ 
DONOR 

PARTNERS

9,000+ 
FOOD

RESCUERS

As of May 2023



Our Local Impact 
May 2023

MA RI
Since 2016 Since 3.17.21

900+ 168 Rescuers 

18.9K 1.7K Food Rescue Events

986.7K 50.1K  Pounds of food

822.2K 41.7K Meals Provided

305K 16.4K GHG Pounds Prevented

184 21 Food Donor Partners

143 41  Nonprofit partners 
+ 350 MA Homes (direct service)

We operate all day, every day, spanning over 100 
miles between Westerly, RI and Lawrence, MA. 



Donate your surplus food as a business

You package your 
surplus food prior 

to pickup

An RLC Rescuer 
picks it up at the 
scheduled time 

The Rescuer delivers 
it directly to the 

nonprofit recipient

Your donations are 
properly stored or 

immediately distributed

In a nutshell, you could compare us to a rideshare platform

…for surplus food donations!



Donating surplus food 
with RLC is easy
Flexibility: We accept all types of food fit 
for consumption. No donation is too large or 
too small.

Reliability: Food safety & handling is our 
#1 priority. Fully insured.

Coordination: RLC serves as the one point 
of contact on behalf of all of the 
organizations your food is donated to.

Streamlined Technology: Each partner is 
equipped with your own online portal to 
schedule & cancel pickups, measure real-time 
social & environmental impact, glean metrics 
& qualitative data, download food donation 
receipts, and more.



Food donation is great for 
business - and encouraged
PR:
★ Recognition through gained publicity
★ Positive brand association 

Liability Protections: 
★ 1996: Federal Emerson Act 
★ 2019: Rhode Island Food Donation Act 
★ 2021: Food Donation Improvement Act 
★ RLC also provides a hold harmless clause

Save Money: 
★ Reduced disposal costs by aligning with State 

solid waste reduction programs.
★ Food vendors are eligible for Federal enhanced 

tax incentives.

https://www.congress.gov/104/plaws/publ210/PLAW-104publ210.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov//Statutes/TITLE21/21-34.1/21-34.1-3.htm
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr6251/BILLS-117hr6251ih.pdf
https://chlpi.org//wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Food-Donation-Fed-Tax-Guide-for-Pub-2.pdf
https://chlpi.org//wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Food-Donation-Fed-Tax-Guide-for-Pub-2.pdf


“Rescuing Leftover Cuisine has been 
a key part in allowing Dig’s food to 
reach further and to make a larger 
impact on the communities we serve. 
RLC has demonstrated excellent 
organization and commitment, and 
we are grateful for this partnership. 
- Doh Byun, Dig

“You and your team have been an 
absolute pleasure to work with. 
- Tom H., Levy Restaurants

“Working with RLC has been an 
absolute pleasure for the team here 
at Convene. Thanks to all the amazing 
rescuers, we are able to see our 
leftover food be put to good use. RLC, 
we can't thank you enough! 
- Allie Courtney, Convene

“RLC has been a great partner to work 

with as we try to divert food from the 
waste stream. The team is helpful and 
responsive, and the online dashboard is 
a useful tool to facilitate communication 
between all of the organizations and 
volunteers needed to get food to 
people!
- Gina C., Boston Public Market Association



Dana Siles, Partnerships Director
dana@rescuingleftovercuisine.org

FEED PEOPLE, NOT LANDFILLS.

mailto:dana@rescuingleftovercuisine.org


Matching
Excess
And
Need for 
Stability



Who we are
● Free to donate
● Find recipients quickly
● Protected from liability
● 3000 + Nationwide partnerships
● Enhanced tax deduction

MEANS Database connects organizations 
with excess food to communities in need. 
Our online platform facilitates 
communication and logistical support to 
transport food donations. 

MEANS has two major goals: to 
reduce food waste and reroute excess 
food to those facing food insecurity.



Our work in Rhode Island
Rhode to End 
Hunger initiative

Community Meal 
Program

First EPA grant 
with RLC!

Continued recovery & 
expansion into MA 63,656 

pounds 
recovered in RI!



Food Donation Act of 2021 
“Shall not be subject to civil or criminal liability arising from the nature, age, packaging, or 

condition of apparently wholesome food or an apparently fit grocery product.”

Who does this include? 
● Retail grocer 
● Wholesaler 
● Agricultural producer 
● Restaurant 
● Caterer 
● School food authority 
● Institution of higher education

Who can you donate to? 
● Nonprofits who will distribute 

the food to individuals
● Now, directly to individuals as 

well!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlTD3_8pmNE&t=84


“We have been using the MEANS Database for about 4 years now and I will say 
that it is the easiest way to donate food. The fact that we are donating and not just 
throwing it away is a great feeling in its own. To know that we are feeding people 
out there in the community our food that we make in our kitchen.  I think other 

people should use this platform because it is super easy to navigate and the 
feeling you get when you have donated a couple 100lbs of food to people is 

overwhelming.  Thank you for being able to help us give back.”

- Sarah at FLIK in Smithfield, RI



PLACEHOLDER - 
MEANS CONTACT 

INFO
Sammie Paul Victoria Cao
Executive Director

sammie@meansdatabase.org

RI Project Coordinator
victoria@meansdatabase.org

See our RI work in action!



About CET
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What we’re 
up to
Policy: RLC gave 
testimony at the U.S. 
Capitol Building to 
encourage passage of the 
Federal Food Donation 
Improvement Act of 2021, 
which was signed into law 
January 5, 2023. 

RI Policy: One of RLC’s 

goals is to help the State of 
Rhode Island be the first 
state in the country with 
100% food security. 



RIFPC Wasted Food Subgroup 
of the Food Systems & Climate 
Work Group

One of our Current Goals: Creating tax credits, PR opportunities 

and other incentives for businesses that donate food beyond the 

existing federal legislation on behalf the State of RI. 

● HB5200, Article 6, Sections 4 and 5 for Food Products 
Donation Tax Credit was introduced into the Governor's 

Budget Jan 2023. 
● H5803, Tax Credit for Food Donation was introduced into RI 

State Legislature March 2023.

“We strongly believe that donating excess food is a no-brainer. More people need to be 
educated on the positive impact this has within our communities. Tax credits would 
help to do just that because let's face it, saving money always incentivizes people. 
Together we can do SO much better for our state and our planet!”  
- Heather C. Zoller, Z pita chipz., RLC Food Donor Partner



Thank you to our community partners who support our work!



CONTACT US

Josh Daly, Associate Director
josh@rifoodcouncil.org

rifoodcouncil.org

Abbey Massaro, Waste Reduction Consultant
abbey.massaro@cetonline.org

wastedfood.cetonline.org  

Dana Siles, Partnerships Director
dana@rescuingleftovercuisine.org

rescuingleftovercuisine.org 

Sammie Paul, Executive Director
sammie@meansdatabase.org

meansdatabase.org

http://www.rescuingleftovercuisine.org


THANK YOU!

https://www.centerforecotechnology.org/

