
Data & Resources 
to Uplift Your 

Local Food System 

September 19, 2023  •  12:30pm



Agenda

● Introducing the RI Food Policy Council
● What is a “food system”?
● NEW municipal resources
● Case study
● Q&A



Our mission is to build an equitable, 
accessible, economically vibrant, 
and environmentally sustainable 

food system for all Rhode Islanders.



• Food access programs
• Business support programs
• Educational programming
• Fundraising assistance

PROJECTS

PARTNERSHIPS

• Community-based orgs
• Industry members
• Nonprofit leaders
• State agencies
• Elected officials

POLICY

• Food justice
• Food economy
• Food access
• Food, 

Environment, and 
Climate

• Guidance on long 
term state plans 

PRIORITIES



CLEAN AIR

SUPPORTIVE
POLICY

CLEAN WATER

HEALTHY SOIL

LAND ACCESS

CAPITAL ACCESS





RI’s Food System Impacts



RI Total Food System Sales



RI Total Food System Employment



RI Greenhouse Gases Emission Inventory



RI Total Food Insecurity Percentage



RI Municipal Food Systems 
Action Packet



How to Access Your Town’s Information
1. Go to rifoodcouncil.org

2. Click the Resources tab on 
our homepage

3. Click on the Municipal Fact 
Sheets page

4. On the Municipal Fact Sheets 
page, you can access your 
town’s fact sheet along with 
our NEW action sheet and 
toolkit! 



Time for an Update!

● First update since 2019
● Refreshed design and context
● NEW municipal land use maps!
● NEW toolkit to accompany fact sheets!



Methodology

● Compile and analyze secondary data
● Sourced from both government (RIDOH, 

RIDE, etc.) and nonprofit (FFRI, RICFB, etc.) 
data 

● Utilized 2019 Fact Sheet definitions 

Definitions and sources are available at:
https://rifoodcouncil.org/municipal-fact-sheets









Case Study: North Kingstown Economic 
Development Advisory Board (NK EDAB)

● Serves an advisory role to town planners and reviews 
progress on town’s long-term economic goals

● Used Fact Sheet data to compare changes in 
number of farms, commercial fishers, and other 
economic metrics from 2015 to now 

● Set new long-term economic goals



QUESTIONS?



Nessa Richman
Network Director

nessa@rifoodcouncil.org
www.rifoodcouncil.org

Max De Faria 
Senior Program Associate, 

Food Access & Nutrition Security 
max@rifoodcouncil.org

Announcing 
RIFPC’s 2024 

Legislative 
Priorities
Tue. 10/17!

See you next time!


