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Who is RIFPC?



Our mission is to build an equitable, 
accessible, economically vibrant, 
and environmentally sustainable 

food system for all Rhode Islanders.



RIFPC recognizes the fact that many negative impacts of Rhode Island’s 
current food system are grounded in a history of colonialism, genocide of 
indigenous people, slavery, private ownership of land, and the 
concentration of wealth and power in the hands of too few.

We also recognize that people with visible and non-apparent disabilities 
are among the most marginalized groups in our country. RIFPC believes 
that when power shifts to be shared more equitably across our 
communities and our state, we transform our future together for 
generations to come.

COMMITMENT TO EQUITY



Food, Climate, & Environment
Addressing issues at the intersection of climate 
change and food systems.

Food Business & Economic Development
Empowering farmers, aquaculturists, fishers, 
and food entrepreneurs to thrive.

Food Access & Nutrition Security
Building equitable, culturally-relevant solutions 
to food and nutrition access problems.Core Issue

Areas



• Food access programs
• Business support programs
• Educational programming
• Fundraising assistance

PROJECTS

PARTNERSHIP
S

• Community-based orgs
• Industry members
• Nonprofit leaders
• State agencies
• Elected officials

POLICY

• Food justice
• Food economy
• Food access
• Food, 

Environment, and 
Climate

• Guidance on long 
term state plans 

PRIORITIES



A data-driven 
landscape of the 
status of Rhode 
Island’s Food System





Equity and Justice
Every dataset with demographic information reveals 

inequities based on race, ethnicity, gender, educational 
attainment, place of residence, and other variables.
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Food System Economy
Is Rhode Island’s food system moving in the right direction?



Economy
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Food Access & Security
Is food insecurity in RI increasing or decreasing? 

Are some residents disproportionately impacted?



Access & Security
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Agriculture & Land Use
What kinds of agricultural products does RI grow/harvest? 

Is RI’s agriculture sector growing or contracting?
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Commercial Fisheries 
& Aquaculture

What kinds of seafood products does RI harvest? 
Are commercial fishing/aquaculture growing or contracting?



Commercial Fisheries & Aquaculture
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Climate Change
How is climate change impacting RI’s food system?



Climate
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2025 Municipal Fact 
Sheets Update

● Updated data for 2025! 
● Secondary data from 

government, nonprofits
● NEW metrics: urban 

farms; dollar value of 
schools purchasing 
local food



QUESTIONS?



Nessa Richman
Executive Director

nessa@rifoodcouncil.org

www.rifoodcouncil.org @rifoodcouncil 

Max Mason De Faria
Policy & Civic Education Manager

max@rifoodcouncil.org


