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Our-mission is to build an equitable,
accessible, economically vibrant,
and environmentally sustainable

food system tor all Rhode Islanders.
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COMMITMENT TO EQUITY

RIFPC recognizes the fact that many.negative impaets©of Rhode Island’s
current food system are grounded In a history of colonialism, genocide of
Indigenous people, slavery, private ownership of land, and the
concentration of wealth and power in the hands of too few.

\We also recoghnize that people with visible and non-apparent disabilities
are among the most marginalized groups in our country. RIFPC believes
that when power shifts to be shared more equitably across our
communities and our state, we transform our future together for

generations to come.




Core Issue o
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Food Access & Nutrition Security
Building equitable, culturally-relevant solutions
to food and nutrition access problems.

Food Business & Economic Development
Empowering farmers, aquaculturists, fishers,
and food entrepreneurs to thrive.

Food, Climate, & Environment
Addressing issues at the intersection of climate
change and food systems.




PRIORITIES

- Community-based
- Industry members
- Nonprofit leaders
- State agencies

- Elected officials
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orgs

PARTNERSHIP
S

- Food access programs

- Business support programs
- Educational programming
- Fundraising assistance

- Food justice

- Food economy

- Food access

- Food,
Environment, and
Climate

- Guidance on long
term state plans
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A data-driven
landscape of the
status of Rhode
Island’s Food System




You can use this data to help achieve your mission:

* Set strategic goals for your organization * Emphasize a trend during public speaking
opportunities
* Establish measurable objectives for your
projects and programs * Support your views in testimony at the State
House

* Add key facts to grant proposals

KEY Features
D/ Trusted sources, clear citations D/ Regularly updated data
D/ Interactive charts D\/ Easy to understand descriptions

Big picture trends are noted throughout:
POSITIVE TREND NEGATIVE TREND NO TREND

/\Z Employment increase /\7| Poverty increase

: : N y mean -
Greenhouse gas Land in agriculture No:trend may ream thatan ielcator
T has not changed over time, or that only
emissions decrease decrease a snapshot in time s depicted.

Food insecurity rate



Equity and Justice
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Equity and Justice

Median Household Income by Race/Ethnicity, 2023
$93,558 $103,547 $67425 $63750 $63,513 $58403 $56,011

v
5 0
o 100%
- o,
g 100%
=)
o 80%
Ll
=
=
-
:
&
g 40%
L
(o
w
<
= 20%
O]
O
Z
U
RIFOODi’a White Asian 2 or More Indigenous Black Hispanic Other
POLICY o} Races

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, Table B19013: Median Household
Income, 2023 5-Year Estimates.
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Equity and Justice

Poverty Status in Past 12 Months of Families by Race/
Ethnicity, 2023

20.6%

White Asian Indigenous 2 or More Black Other

Races

Hispanic

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, Table B17010: Poverty Status in the Past 12

5'0':883 ’ Months of Families by Family Type, 2023 5-Year Estimates.
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Equity and Justice

Rhode Island Farmers by Race, 2022
TOTAL: 1,938 PRODUCERS

Black 19 (1.0%)
Asian 19 (1.0%)
= Indlgenous 7 (0 4%)

2 OF MOre

Source: USDA 2022 Census of Agriculture, Selected Producer Characteristics by Race.

The Census of Agriculture recorded 1 non-White farmer
in Rhode Island in 1992. Thirty years later, the Census

of Agriculture recorded 54 Black, Asian, Indigenous and

i biracial farmers, or 2.8% of all farmers, and 32 Hispanic
RGP ’i& farmers (1.7% of farmers). Unequal access to farmland
COUNCIL ‘“” limits opportunities to self-determination, wealth building,
and culturally appropriate food.



Food System Economy
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a N\
2024 2025 LONG-TERM
FACTBOOK FACTBOOK TREND
EMPLOYMENT >69,000 >70,000 +15,515 M
2022 2023 2002-2023
BUSINESSES >8,800 >8,900 +1,745 /\7'
2022 2023 2002-2023
TOTAL SALES $17.3 billion $17.8 billion +$499 million A/
2017 2022 2017-2022
MEDIAN
HOURLY WAGE $14.97 $15.96 +$2.56 /\7|
Food Preparation + Serving major 2022 e 2002-2023
occupotiona/ category
NEW INDICATOR
GROCERY Ahold Delhai;e
STORE MARKET 42.1% es‘t'?n‘::;’:;‘;ﬁ:ve
CONCENTRATION o 42.1% market share
\_ J
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Economy

Total and Food System Employment, 2002-2023

rosmverzeo Total employment in Rhode Island increased 9.2% from 2002 (531,849) to 2023 (580,569). Food system jobs

/\7| account for about 12.2% (70,774) of all jobs in Rhode Island. This is likely an undercount because we are unable to
specify all possible food system jobs (e.g., “general freight trucking” accounts for over 1,500 jobs in Rhode Island.
However, although all food ultimately moves via transportation, we can’t delineate trucking jobs that are exclusively
for food distribution).

600,000 570,754 580,569
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- All Other Employment - Food System Employment

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, and U.S. Census Bureau Nonemployer Statistics. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics provides
estimates of covered employment—work that is covered by unemployment insurance benefits. Non-covered employment, or nonemployer statistics, refers to jobs that are excluded
from unemployment insurance reporting requirements. Non-covered employment is mostly made up of sole proprietors and partnerships with no paid employees. Combining both
data sources together provides a more comprehensive picture of employment in Rhode Island. Farm employment is not captured very well by either data source. Estimates of the
number of farmers and hired farmworkers are produced every 5 years by the USDA Census of Agriculture and are not shown in this figure.
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Economy

FOOD SYSTEM EMPLOYMENT, 2002-2023

rosvereno Total food system jobs in Rhode Island increased 28.1%, from from 255,000 in 2002 to nearly 71,000 in 2023.
“Food services and drinking places” (e.g., restaurants, fast food, institutional food services, bars) account for the
majority of food system jobs - over 45,000 jobs.

80,000 [—
70,000 |— GREAT -
60,000 S
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30,000
20,000
10,000
0

FOOD SYSTEM EMPLOYMENT

‘02 '03 '04 '05 '06 '07 '08 '09 '10 11 12 13 '14 ‘15 ‘16 17 18 19 20 21 22 '23
- Full-Service Restaurants - Limited-Service Restaurants @) Supermarkets @D Snack/Nonalcoholic Beverage Bars

- Food/Beverage Manufacturing - Special Food Services - All Other Stores - Wholesalers/Distributors

@ s @ ~other @D Fa re Su @ rishing @ Cafeterias/Buffets

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, and U.S. Census Bureau Nonemployer Statistics. Estimates of the number of farmers and hired
farmworkers are produced every 5 years by the USDA Census of Agriculture and are not shown in this figure. “All other stores” includes convenience stores, specialty food stores, liquor
stores, health food stores, and vending machine operators. Employment at warehouse clubs and supercenters was suppressed. “All other” includes community food services (e.g., food
pantries), solid waste collection, and agricultural market and commodity regulation.



ECONOMIC IMPACT OF RHODE ISLAND’'S FOOD SYSTEM, 2022

POSITIVE TREND

Economy

New England Feeding New England estimated the overall economic impact of New England’s food system based on

/\7| data from 2017 (and adjusted for inflation to 2020 dollars). Using data from the 2022 Economic Census and other
sources, we can update the previous estimates and provide a new range of values in 2024 dollars. Food Services and
Drinking Places accounted for the majority of food system jobs and grew slightly from 2017 to 2022. Retail Food
Stores, Food Wholesaling and Distribution, and Food Services and Drinking Places accounted for the majority of
sales. Food and Beverage Manufacturing both experienced double-digit percent increases in employment and sales.

Growth Growth
2022 % of from % of from
Employment  Total 2017- Total 2017-
2022 2022
Agriculture 3,765 5.2% 1.0% $95,010,788 0.5% 41.6%
Fisheries o 13% -7.8% $103,285,241 0.6% -19.9%
Aquaculture 56 0.08% n/d $8,364,885  0.05% 2.8%
Food Manufacturing 4,240 5.9% 18.8% $1,191,336,966 6.7% 52.7%
Beverage Manufacturing 723 1.0% 57.2% $137,421,135 0.8% 32.5%
- Wholesaling + Distributing 3,370 47% 32% | $6,092,000591  341% 17.5%
RToo0 i’f&; Stores 12,813 17.8% 35%* |  $6,339,713204  355% 19.0%
o L‘tl“.’fw’ Food Services + Drinking Places 45245  62.7% 0.8%| $3707,209951  20.8% 9.5%
All Others 1,028 1.4% 26.6% $162,747,829 0.9% 18.0%
TOTAL 72,151 100.0% 3.0% | $17,838,203,588  100.0% 2.9%

Sources: 2017 and 2022 Economic Censuses; 2017 and 2022 USDA Census of Agriculture; 2017 and 2022 U.S. Census Bureau Nonemployer Statistics; Atlantic Coastal Cooperative
Statistics Program; Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council. Adjusted for inflation with producer price indices and consumer price index to 2024 dollars. * We are using
employment values for farmers and hired farm labor in this table since the Census of Agriculture and Economic Census were both conducted in 2017 and 2022. ** The value of
“Warehouse Clubs and Supercenters” employment was suppressed in 2017 and 2022 so we do not have a full picture of retail store employment.



Median Hourly Wages for Major Occupational Categories, 2023

65,000
60,000

55,000
50,000
45,000
40,000
35,000

30,000

EMPLOYMENT

25,000
20,000
15,000
10,000

5,000

MINIMUM WAGE $15

Food Preparation
+ Serving ‘

$15.96

TRANSPO
MATERI

OFFICE + ADMIN
SUPPORT
$23.32

SALES + RELATED
$18.61

TATION +
L MOVING

$19.47

PRODUCTION
$22.66

HEALTHGARE SUPPORT

$20.64

BUILDING + GROUNDS
EANING + MAINTENANCE

" s

LIVING WAGE: 2 WORKING ADULTS, 1 cHiLD $23.75 .

(As of 2025, Rhode Island’s
minimum wage is $15, and
the median hourly wage

for all major occupational
categories is higher than
that. But median wages for
many occupations are lower
than living wage estimates,
and median wages for Food

LIVING WAGE: 1 WORKING ADULT $24.24

BUSINESS + FINANCIAL

OPERATIONS 2 2
54014 Preparatlon and sEerngA
are the lowest of any major
EDUCATIONAL 4
RSTHUGTION ’ category. Food Preparation
$32.93 and Serving Occupations

HEALTHCARE
PRACTIONERS

$42.71 \

disproportionately employ
women, Black, and Hispanic
workers.

INSTALLATION,
MAINTENANCE +

REPARS CONSTRUCTION +

$61.88
528'79 . EXTRACTION

Economy

MANAGEMENT

. $30.81 COMPUTER +
PROTECTIVE MATHEMATICAL
TZSEZ\:ZLE CARE SERVICES $52.92
$17.52 $30.26 ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY ARTS, DESIGN, ENTERTAINMENT, UFE, PHYSICAL, (@) + ENGINEERING
|l L +socn. @ spoRTs, + MeDIA + SOCIAL SCIENCE $49.26
Farm, Fishing, SERVICES $30.34 $45.02
+ Forestry $26.08 ® ® (6se
$17.62
QQ QQ QQ QQ QQ QQ QQ QQ QQ QQ
D o o D P W P P g P
5 L ! L e B 9 G

MEDIAN HOURLY WAGE

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, May 2023, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics. Living Wage Calculator, Living Wage Calculation for Rhode Island. A living wage is
the amount that 2 adults with 2 children would have to earn per hour to meet 8 basic needs in Rhode Island: housing, transportation, food, childcare, health care, civic engagement
(e.g., entertainment), broadband, other necessities (e.g., clothing), and taxes. Adjusted for inflation to 2024 dollars.



Economy

ESTIMATED MARKET SHARE OF GROCERY STORES IN RHODE ISLAND

vecanvereno The Grocery Gap Atlas estimates that 81% of state markets are less concentrated than Rhode Island, while 19% of all
states are more concentrated.

@ ~hold Delhaize (Hannaford) @ Doliar Tree

. All Others @ BJs Wholesale Club

. Walmart @ Clements’ Marketpl:

@ Albertsons @ scabra Group

@ Dave's Marketplace @ crget

@ :2mazon @ ~d

. Wakefern Food Corp (Price Rite) @ Brigido’s Fresh Marketplace

40 All Others includes dozens of corner markets, specialty food
nrooo 9, 53% . .. 0% -
courxtcu"'?,&»’ﬂ 6.1% . stores (e.g., meat markets) and other independent grocery stores.

Source: Grocery Gap Analysis.
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Access & Security
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2024 2025 LONG-TERM
FACTBOOK FACTBOOK TREND

PEOPLE IN

11.2% 11.4% 12.4% —_—
POVERTY 2022 2023 2001-2023
FOOD . . .
INSECURE 8.0 i ity —
PEOPLE
SERVED BY 77,500 84,400 +25,400 v
FOOD BAN K 2023 2024 2016-2024
NONWHITE
PO PU LAT'ON ° o More data collection
RECEIVING phiniin e bty —
SNAP BENEFITS
WHITE
POPULATION o ° More data collection
RECEIVING e 8.6% koo S
SNAP BENEFITS *nvarngs s

~N




Access & Security

POVERTY AND FOOD INSECURITY, 2001-2023

NO TREND

The percent of Rhode Islanders in poverty gradually increased from 2001 to 2009. Poverty then jumped several

percentage points due to the Great Recession and lingered at over 14% for six years. Poverty then decreased from
2014 to 2019, although it did not go below the percentage in 2001. The COVID-19 pandemic then spiked the
percent of Rhode Islanders in poverty to 12.1% (126,971 people), before decreasing to 11.4% (124,944 people) in
2023. Food insecurity in Rhode Island mirrors poverty trends and has recently increased.
o=
e - 12.1%
12 |— 1(?i105 e’ 17 ‘ 11.4%

m— 1>/, 044
= 9.7%

— 8.7% B 104,655
95460
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2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

- Percent in Poverty - Percent Food Insecure

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (via FRED) and USDA Economic Research Service, Household Food Security in the United States, multiple years.



Access & Security

AVERAGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE SERVED BY CHARITABLE FOOD SYSTEM

NEGATIVE TREND

/\7| In 2024, the Rhode Island Community Food Bank estimated that a record number of Rhode Islanders—84,400—

sought assistance through the Food Bank and its network of 147 member agencies. High food prices due to supply
chain disruptions—like the COVID-19 pandemic, war in Ukraine, and avian influenza outbreak—and the ending of
emergency SNAP benefits in 2023 are thought to be the primary drivers of the increased need for food assistance.

‘5 90,000 — 84,400
Q 80,000 |—
£ 70000 p—
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S ¥ 60000 2
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g & 30000 f|—
& 20,000 |—
2 10,000 |—
"Ae 0
sloFlgge |’§>§ 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
COUNCIL;‘:}“ " Source: Rhode Island Community Food Bank, Status Report on Hunger in Rhode Island, multiple years.
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Agriculture & Land Use
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2024 2025 LONG-TERM
FACTBOOK FACTBOOK TREND

MAJOR LAND

36,647 29,000 -120,000
I NVE NTO RY 2012 2017 1945-2017 W
AG CENSUS

56,864 59,076 -1,745
ACRES 2017 2022 2002-2022 W
FARMLAND

18,874 22,000 +$1,745
VALUE/ACRE S8 »22,0 L8 ~
TOTAL SALES $62,447,411 $86,645,903 | +$24,198,492 A

e 2017 2022 2017-2022
O, {-)
SALES BY ac‘)éifnf:;;n fs:)r a:c.gfnftaerc:n ff)r
Eet ot 28.8% of sales 49.7%ofsales | Wideninggap A/
CLASS 2017 2022
farms with sales >$1 million farms with sales >$1 million

RACE OF I I +53 Non- .
FARMER 98% White 97% White White Farmers
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Agriculture & Land Use

MAJOR AGRICULTURAL LAND USES IN RHODE ISLAND, 1945-2017

reomverrene - The USDA's Major Land Uses series is the “longest running, most comprehensive accounting of all major land uses
of public and private land in the United States.” This series shows a steep decrease in land in agriculture in Rl after
World War Il that flattens out around 1987. Since then, acreage has remained 36,000 acres, comprised mostly of
cropland. Acreage then dropped steeply to 29,000 acres in 2017.

149,000
150,000
120,000
@ 90,000
o
< 60,000
' 39,000 236°;’§
. 30,000 —
RI FOOD [
PONIEY S g
R 45 49 54 59 ‘64 '69 74 78 82 87 92 '97 02 '07 12 17

@D . Cropland @ Grassland Pasture and Range @) Forest With Grazing @ Misc. Farmland

Source: USDA Major Land Uses. Data for 2022 has not been published. Note: the Major Land Uses series designates “forest with grazing” and not the total amount of forest land (i.e., “woodland”) owned
by farmers, as shown in the figure below.



Agriculture & Land Use

LAND IN AGRICULTURE, 2002-2022

weaanveweno The 2022 Census of Agriculture estimates a larger amount of land in agriculture than the Major Land Uses series
\/N because it includes all woodland owned by a farm. Land in agriculture is estimated to have increased from 2002 to
2012, decreased from 2012 to 2017, and then increased from 2017 to 2022. An important point to emphasize,
however, is that cropland, pastureland, and farmstead acreage generally decreased, while woodland estimates went up
and down. Washington (35%) and Providence (28.7%) counties contain the majority of agricultural land.

80,000 —

70,000 | 7

60,000 ‘
10,578

50,000

40,000 22,263

69,589

10,098 56,864 59,076

7,761
8,108

21,216

ACRES

; Data for woodland
- 20 ,O 00 S6E and farms;:adszgige
1 ,634 suppressed in
siracp %, 10,000 2e 50
COUNCIL“‘,}W" 0 ; ;
o 2002 2007 2012 2017 2022

@ \'oodland not Pastured @ Cropland not Pastured @ Pastureland @ Farmsteads

Source: USDA Census of Agriculture, multiple years.



Agriculture & Land Use

AGRICULTURAL SALES, 2022

POSITIVE TREND Agricultural sales in Rhode Island increased from $62.4 million in 2017, to $86.6 million in 2022. With its limited
/\Z landmass, Rhode Island is heavily invested in inedible products. Greenhouses/nurseries/floriculture accounted
for 21.9% of farms and 63.5% of sales in 2022, and most of the sales increase from 2017 to 2022 was due to

greenhouse/nursery/floriculture sales.

TOTAL: $86,645,903
$60.0M — 550 @ 2022
2017
$50.0M |— ©
]
= $40.0M Note: sales values for sheep/goats, hogs/
z pigs, horses, and all other animals are
O $30.0M included in “other animals.” Sales values
§ for several livestock types were suppressed
) < $20.0M in 2017.
- > :
oo dsy —— |
COUNCIL ¢ %I .
o8 $20933 614923 ¢14$21 ¢07%21 S16%21 $14$07 07904 $01$03  <S0.
O 1 1 [ ]
GREENHOUSE/ VEGETABLES/  DAIRY POULTRY/ CATTLE BERRIES OTHER FRUIT HAY/ XMAS GRAINS MAPLE
NURSERY MELONS EGGS ANIMALS OTHER TREES

Source: USDA 2017 and 2022 Censuses of Agriculture. Adjusted for inflation to 2024 dollars. Agriculture sales in this figure also do not include agricultural support activities or
aquaculture.



Agriculture & Land Use

NUMBER OF FARMS AND SALES BY ECONOMIC CLASS, 2022

necanvereno  As with most states in the country, a fundamental scale asymmetry is evident in Rhode Island agriculture: Small farms
\/N make up the majority of farms but they have comparatively limited sales. A small number of large farms—selling
mostly nursery/greenhouse/floriculture products—generate the majority of sales.

1,054 rarms $93,948,051
W— 2.1% of farms accounted for 49.7% of sales  ......... :
L
500

400

300

200

NUMBER OF FARMS
VALUE OF SALES
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LessTHAN  S10k- $50k $100k $250k $500k >S1 Less THAN  S10k- S50k $100k $250k $500k >$1
$10x $49,999 $99,999 $249,999 $499,999 $999,999  MmiLLON S10k $49,999 $99,999 $249,999 $499,999 $999,999  MiLLION

Source: USDA 2022 Census of Agriculture, Market Value. Adjusted for inflation to 2024 dollars with produce price indices. Note: figure does include USDA estimates of aquaculture
sales.
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Commercial Fisheries & Aquaculture
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2024 2025 LONG-TERM
FACTBOOK FACTBOOK TREND
LANDINGS 74,701,068 77,344,215 -69,180,763 N\,
POUNDS 2022 2023 2000-2023
SALES $106,789,777 $89,639,504 -$75,756,946 N\
2022 2023 2000-2023
AQUACULTURE
ACRES p S e
o CLILIURE $8,364,885 $8,496,065 +=$8 million A/
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Commercial Fisheries & Aquaculture

COMMERCIAL SEAFOOD LANDINGS, 2002-2023

™Y Total pounds of seafood landed by commercial Rhode Island fishermen decreased by 47.2% from 2000 (146 million
\/N pounds) to 2023 (77 million pounds), although seafood landings have been relatively consistent over the past 13
years. Together, longfin and shortfin squid accounted for 40% of pounds landed in 2023.

200M —

150M |—146,524,978

100M |—

POUNDS

77,344,215

50M
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COUNC'L;“-}'*W - Longfin Squid - Sea Scallop - Shortfin Squid Winter te - Little Skate - Scup - Butterfish

- Silver Hake - Quahog Northern Clam

| - American Lobster

MONKFISH

Source: Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program. Note: Live pounds are used here.



Commercial Fisheries & Aquaculture

VALUE OF COMMERCIAL SEAFOOD LANDINGS, 2002-2023

veeanve o Except for a spike in 2006 and a valley in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the total value of seafood landed
\/N by Rhode Island fishers has been been relatively consistent over the past 23 years at over $100 million. Longfin squid
(29.2%) and sea scallop (14.4%) accounted for 43.6% of the value.

S200M — $187,043,722
$165,396,450

$150M |

$89,639,504

VALUE

$100M

$50M
e - 01 03 05 07 09 1" 13 15 17 19 21 23
siroge 5,
COUNC'L;/:};‘" - Longfin Squid - Sea Scallop - American Lobster - Quahog Northern Clam

ie}
1 ensn
MONKFISH

@ siortiinsauic @D scoe @D Butterfish @D Black SeaBass @ siver Hake @ Littie Skate @D

Sources: NOAA Fisheries and the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program. Adjusted for inflation to 2024 dollars using producer price indices.



Commercial Fisheries & Aquaculture

AQUACULTURE PRODUCTION, 2002-2023

rosvereno Eastern oysters, the most valuable seafood species coming out of Rhode Island waters, account for about 98% of all

/\7' Rhode Island aquaculture production. Rhode Island has experienced steady growth in its aquaculture industry over
the past 20 years, from 54 acres in 2002, to 384 acres in 2023. Aquaculture sales were about $315,000 in 2002
and over $8.2 million in 2019. Sales dipped dramatically in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic since most Eastern

oysters are served in restaurants. Sales subsequently rebounded to a little more than $8 million from 2021 to 2023.

400 — $8.5M 384 s100M
350 ok
300 SBOM <
c
g 430 s6oM M
g) 200 e}
150 $4.0M g
100 A
$2.0M
Ak 50
miroon %, 0 0
COUNCIL & ‘*,f;y; 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023
AR

- Acres e Value of Sales

Source: Coastal Resources Management Council. Adjusted for inflation to 2024 dollars using unprocessed shellfish producer price index. PPl values are not available prior to 2007.



Commercial Fisheries & Aquaculture

GROSS SALES OF RHODE ISLAND’S SEAFOOD SECTOR, 2016

NO TREND Dr. Thomas Sproul (Formerly at the University of Rhode Island) estimated nearly $575 million in sales from Rhode
Island’s seafood and fisheries sector in 2016. Wholesalers (e.g., importers and exporters, brokers) generated 45.7%
($274 million) in sales, followed by commercial fishing (16.4%, $98.5 million) and service and supply businesses (e.g.,

nets, commercial tackle and gear, boat and equipment maintenance).

TOTAL = $573,853,999

Commercial
fishing
$94,221,040
16.4%
Wholesalers
$262,505,639
45.7%

A Charters Retail
riFoop (%, . o e
POLICY vg Service and supply B

Jat $90,191,676

15.7% Tackle shops P'|°f-
services

$15.680.411 Siegii)

2.7% 11%

Source: Dr. Thomas Sproul and Clayton Michaud, 2019, The Economic Impact of Rhode Island’s Fisheries and Seafood Sector, University of Rhode Island.
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2024 2025 LONG-TERM
FACTBOOK FACTBOOK TREND
NET GHG
9.03 9.60 -1.96
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Climate

GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORY, 1990-2022
rosvereo Net greenhouse gas emissions decreased 18.3% from 11.56 MMCO2e in 1990, to 9.60 MMCO2e in 2022.

\/N Transportation continues to be the largest source of emissions in Rhode Island. Emissions reductions for transportation
from 2019 to 2020 are likely due to pandemic restrictions on travel (e.g., -79.6% for aviation emissions). Additional
substantial decreases are required to meet 2030 and 2040 mandates.

11.56
g Greenhouse gas removals
16.0 2030 mandate:
14.0 45% below 1990
12.0

10.0 2040 mandate:

80% below 1990

MILLION METRIC TONS OF CO,E
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- Transportation - Residential Heating - Electricity - Commercial Heating - Industrial Processes

- Industrial Buildings - Natural Gas Distribution - Waste - Agriculture Natural + Working Lands
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Source: State of Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, 1990-2022 Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Inventory.
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AVERAGE ANNUAL TEMPERATURE, 1895-2024

NEGATIVE TREND
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Eight of the ten warmest years on record in Rhode Island—2024, 2012, 2020, 2023, 2021, 2016, 2022, 2010,
—have happened since the 2010s. 2024 was the warmest year on record, globally and in Rhode Island. As the Fifth
National Climate Assessment warns, “the more the planet warms, the greater the impacts.”

2024
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Source: NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information, Climate at a Glance: Statewide Haywoods.
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FOOD WASTE, 2015

NO TREND A 2015 “Waste Characterization” study found that food waste (vegetative and protein) is the top single material in

Rhode Island’s municipal waste stream at 100,000 tons (2 million pounds). Residential food waste accounted for

60.6% (60,677 tons) of total food waste, while industrial, commercial, and institutional food waste accounted for
39.4% (39,453 tons). As food waste decomposes, methane—a greenhouse gas 28 times as potent as carbon dioxide
at trapping heat—is emitted. While food is landfilled by the ton each day, thousands of people in Rhode Island

simultaneously experience food insecurity.

528,168 TONS tomaL msw
100,030 TONS FooD WASTE

Vegetative
RESIDENTIAL
60,577 TONS A food waste
84,827 tons
39’453 TONS 'NDUSTRIAL, 1%
COMMERCIAL,
INSTITUTIONAL
FOOD WASTE

Other
(not classified)
46,028 tons
4.4%

Cardboard boxes

41,244 tons
3.9%

Bulky waste
37,394 tons
3.6%

Source: DSM Environmental Services, 2015, Rhode Island Solid Waste Characterization Study

Treated | compostable
wood paper yard debris

Contam.
Leaf and begs!

35,111 tons 34,048 tons 27,679 tons
34% 3.2%

Carpet/

padding

15,495 tons
1.5%

Protein
food waste
15,203 tons
1.5%

Furniture
13,847 tons
1.3% Dimensional
lumber

Composite

plastic All other C&D
12,696 tons 6,695 tons

Other Bottles/
organics Jars

Retail | Plastic
bags/film |  #1-7
83 tons

All other
classifiable material
(e.g., tires, aluminum cans)
19,974 tons




2025 Municipal Fact
Sheets Update

WARREN

e Updated data for 2025!

e Secondary data from
government, nonprofits

ooooooooooo

MUNICIPAL FACT SHEET
FOR PLANNING

e NEW metrics: urban
farms; dollar value of
schools purchasing
local food
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Nessa Richman Max Mason De Faria
Executive Director Policy & Civic Education Manager
nessa@rifoodcouncil.org max@rifoodcouncil.org
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