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West end compost hub for scale

Laura Briggs, RISD Architecture 

Somerson Sustainability Innovation Fund

A COMMUNITY COMPOST 
NETWORK FOR PROVIDENCE
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● 750 customers across city, half 
residential pick up and half 
drop-off

● 13+ tons of food scraps 
diverted from landfill each 
month

● Processing only ~10% into 
compost on small scale, rest 
picked up by ReMix Organics 
and Epic Renewal

● Interest growing rapidly – 30% 
growth in last year

HARVEST CYCLE +
GROUNDWORK RI

West end compost hub









1. Drop-Off
Food scraps and yard 
debris are dropped off.

2. Combining & Mixing
The organic materials are 
combined in the in-vessel 
composter.

3. Secondary Composting
The material continues the 
composting process in 
secondary composting piles 
outside the vessel

4. Curing & Pick-ups
Compost is cured in the 
covered storage area, 
sifted, and then given or 
sold back to the community.
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ANAEROBIC DIGESTER
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https://www.wickedlocal.com/in-depth/regional/2022/07/20/ma-
cambridge-west-tisbury-reduce-waste-increase-recycling-re-
use/7704631001/

• Pilot program “Organics 
Diversion” began in 2014 with 
600 households

• 35% reduction in trash by the 
end of Phase 1

• GLSD powers its plant from 
energy created from food 
waste to fuel

• Not really “composting”

• Program is a receptacle 
model, rather than exchange



• 1 percent of the food acquired 
spoiled, they distributed over 16 
million pounds of food annually.

• Composts approximately 80 to 100 
tons of food waste annually

• Produces 8,000 lbs of produce 
annually

Dayton Food Bank



Regenera Orgánico, 
Puerto Varas, Chile

• 400 square meters (4,305 sq ft)
• Processes 240 tons per year

• Weekly collection from 
homes/businesses

● Compost returned every 3-4 months
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Shuli Wu









Pateton Gonzales
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Seungwoo Hong
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Naomi Kern




