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The US Composting Council is a trade and professional 
association advancing compost manufacturing, compost 
utilization, and organics recycling to benefit our members, 
society, and the environment.

Established 1990



Our Mission
The US Composting Council advances compost manufacturing, compost 
utilization, and organics recycling to benefit our members, society, and 
the environment.

Our Vision
We believe compost manufacturing and compost utilization are central 
to creating healthy soils, clean air and water, a stable climate, and a 
regenerative society.

Diversity
The USCC is committed to growing diversity, equity, inclusion and access 
(DEIA) within the organization and throughout the compost industry by 
institutionalizing DEIA in our operations and initiatives.
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Today we’re made up of
- Over 950 members
- 15 Committees
- 15 State Chapters
- Annual Conference with over 

1,600 attendees



Areas of Engagement

Membership
● Communication: Member Toolkits, 

White Papers
● State Chapters
● Corporate Leadership Council and 

Target Organics

Professional Development
● Annual Conference Program

● Compost University & Webinars

● Professional Certification
○ Certified Compost Professional 

(CCPTM)
○ Certified Compost Operations 

Manager (CCOMTM)

Market Development
● STA Program

● Marketing STA Certified Compost®

● Working with various Compost Markets

Advocacy
● National Outreach and Lobbying

● State Policy & Permitting Support

● Partnering with Organizations
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What is STA?
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STA stands 
for…

Seal of Testing 
Assurance



Seal of Testing Assurance
The Seal of Testing Assurance (STA) Program, administered by the US Composting 
Council, certifies compost products that meet specific sampling, testing, and 

standards outlined in the TMECC guidelines. The program complements—but does not 
replace—other regulations, which remain the responsibility of the producer.

Sampling

ShippingTest Methods Test Frequency

Packing Analysis Reporting

LabelingRegulatory Limits

Compost Parameters

Testing Proficiency

Permitting

Feedstock Disclosure
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CLARITY   
Similar to a nutrition label, the STA Program’s Compost Technical Data Sheet (CTDS) includes test results, a 
list of ingredients, and recommended directions for use.

CONSISTENCY 
The STA Program provides checks and balances within the STA Lab and Participant network to ensure 
proficiency and consistency with testing procedures and compliance, providing apples-to-apples 
comparisons of compost properties.

CONFIDENCE 
Similar to trusting a vehicle history report when purchasing a vehicle, the STA’s CTDS report provides 
consumers with confidence and knowledge of what is in the compost and how it was produced.
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WHY STA CERTIFIED COMPOST?
Quality is in the eye of 
the consumer:  Compost use and 
selection decisions consider many 
factors, and therefore are not 
one-size-fits-all.  

The Seal of Testing Assurance (STA) 
Program helps the end compost user 
make the best decision for their specific 
application.
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STA Program Rules
● Must be in compliance with all federal, state, and local 

regulations and permitting
● Must manufacture a compost product as defined in the 

rules and AAPFCO definition
● Must test compost at an STA Certified Lab
● Fill out a Chain of Custody lab sample submittal
● Submit samples based on frequency of testing 
● Disclose feedstock composition
● Provide instructions for use
● Pass EPA heavy metals and pathogens limits
● Sign an the annual STA Agreement, submit a renewal 

application
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Why are composters required to use 
specific laboratories for testing?
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STA Certified Labs
● Enrolled in our Compost Analysis Proficiency (CAP) 

Program
● Labs are required to follow methods from the Test Methods 

for the Examination of Composting & Compost (TMECC) 
Lab Manual

● STA Certified Labs are sent samples three times per year 
and their analysis is compared against each other

● Labs must score within the confidence limit (CL) for each 
parameter

The compost manufacturer must:
● Fill out the Chain of Custody for each sample
● Test at a frequency determined by their wet tonnage

○ 1 - 6,200 tons = 1 sample per 3 months
○ 6,201 - 17,500 tons = 1 sample per 2 months
○ 17,501 tons and above = 1 sample per 1 month



Consumer Use Guidelines

*Required to meet specific 
agronomic ranges
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STA Database



Category 2024 – 2025 Cycle *

STA Participant Companies 220

STA Facilities 307

Total Number of STA Products 391

Derivative Products 44
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Current Program 
Initiatives 
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Involvement with the American Society of 
Landscape Architects (ASLA) 

and 
the National Association of Landscape 

Professionals (NALP)
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ASLA
● Session highlighting Compost Use & 

STA Program, high interest, 200+ 
attendees

● Resource for Landscape Architects:
○ Compost & Soil Improvement: 

Tools for Climate Resilient 
Landscapes

● Joined 15 plus state ASLA chapters
● Involved with Climate Action Plan 

Committee

● Represents one of the largest 
compost markets nationally

● Conversations with landscapers 
around compost application and 
increasing compost use

● Active with their sustainability 
initiatives and subcommittees

NALP
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Rebranded Consumer Use Guidelines
formerly Compost Consumer Use Program
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Compost Consumer Use Program (CCUP) Revamp
Now Consumer Use Guidelines
● Rebranded to Consumer Use Guidelines
● Updated parameters for each consumer use class
● Implemented CUG parameters in the Database
● Major redesign of logos
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Creation of Chain of Custody (COC) and Compost 
Technical Data Sheet (CTDS) in the Gateway
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Chain of Custody & Compost Technical Data Sheet

● Participants will electronically 
generate COC and CTDS in the 
Gateway

● Testing data is stored in the 
Gateway and will cross-reference 
compost test results with specific 
parameters to determine pass or 
fail (creation of DOT CTDS)

Simplifying compost 
selection and specification 

for end markets
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Setting consistent standards for our industry


